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Like defining relative clauses, non-defining relative clauses 
add extra information about something. However, the 
information is not essential, but gives extra detail.

New language  Non-defining relative clauses 

Vocabulary  Personal characteristics

New skill  Describing people, places, and things

Adding information

  KEY LANGUAGE NON-DEFINING RELATIVE CLAUSES

MAIN CLAUSE 
CONTINUEDMAIN CLAUSE

NON-DEFINING  
RELATIVE CLAUSE

Relative pronoun for places and things.

Relative pronoun for people.

The non-defining clause in this sentence gives 
secondary information about a person.

The non-defining clause in this sentence gives 
secondary information about a place.

FURTHER EXAMPLES NON-DEFINING RELATIVE CLAUSES

MAIN CLAUSE CONTINUEDMAIN CLAUSE
NON-DEFINING  

RELATIVE CLAUSE
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New language  Non-defining relative clauses 

Vocabulary  Personal characteristics

New skill  Describing people, places, and things

FILL IN THE GAPS USING THE NON-DEFINING RELATIVE CLAUSES  
IN THE PANEL

HOW TO FORM NON-DEFINING RELATIVE CLAUSES
Non-defining relative clauses come in the middle of a sentence,  
after the subject and before the main verb.

“Who” is used when speaking 
about a person.

Commas separate the 
non-defining clause from  
the main clause.

“Which” is used when speaking 
about a thing.

SUBJECT RELATIVE  
PRONOUN COMMA MAIN  

VERBCOMMA REST OF  
RELATIVE CLAUSE

REST OF  
MAIN CLAUSE

SUBJECT RELATIVE  
PRONOUN COMMA MAIN  

VERBCOMMA REST OF  
RELATIVE CLAUSE

REST OF  
MAIN CLAUSE
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REWRITE THE SENTENCES, CORRECTING THE ERRORS

LISTEN TO THE AUDIO, THEN NUMBER THE PICTURES IN THE ORDER  
THEY ARE DESCRIBED
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USE THE CHART TO CREATE 16 CORRECT SENTENCES AND SAY THEM  
OUT LOUD

CHECKLIST

 Non-defining relative clauses   Personal characteristics   Describing people, places and things  

REVIEW THE ENGLISH YOU HAVE LEARNED IN UNITS 53–58

THE SECOND CONDITIONAL

COLLOCATIONS WITH “DO”  
AND “MAKE”

COLLOCATIONS WITH “GIVE”  
AND “HOLD”

NON-DEFINING RELATIVE CLAUSES

“IF I WERE YOU”

QUESTION PHRASES WITH GERUNDS

COLLOCATIONS WITH “SET”

FIRST AND SECOND CONDITIONALS

DEFINING RELATIVE CLAUSES

NEW LANGUAGE SAMPLE SENTENCE UNIT
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